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I. Defining Morality

Definition and Purpose of Morality

Concerned with the quality of human actions in conformity with certain standards
Moral, immoral, amoral actions
What does “quality” mean or involve?

What do we mean by “standards?”

What is “good?”

What makes a thing “right?”

Subjective and objective reality

Morality and Religion 

Relation and difference, various religious moralities, possibility of atheistic morality

Morality and Culture

Are there universal moral principles? Examples?

The Golden Rule in various religions

Moral relativism

Morality and Psychology

Similarity and difference

Kohlberg’s Theory of Moral Development (see chart)

Stage 1 Obedience-Punishment


Stage 2 Rewards, Exchange, 



Reciprocity


Stage 3 Good boy/Nice girl,



Approval


Stage 4 Law and Order


Stage 5 Social Contract


Stage 6 Universal Ethical 



Principles

Types of Ethical Systems (see chart)
Ethical/Moral Relativism

Divine Command Theory

Utilitarianism

Deontology

Virtue Ethics 

II. Sources of Support for Moral Growth

Our Relationship with God

The importance of prayer

The reality of grace

Our Relationship with the Community 

The social nature of humans

Network of human relationships
The Family 
Rights and Duties of Children and Parents
Basic Moral Principles

Golden rule.

Preserve life.

Do good; avoid evil.

The end does not justify the means.

The Law

Objective norm of morality 

Kinds of Laws (see diagram)

Eternal Law, Divine Law, Natural Law

Church Law, Moral Law, Civil Law
Definitions of and examples for each of the above
Unjust and amoral laws
The moral obligation to obey unjust laws
Conscience

Definition

Subjective norm of morality
Conscience in the Bible
2 functions

When is conscience at work

Supremacy and dignity of conscience

Kinds of Distorted Consciences


Erroneous 


Wrongly formed


Lax and legalistic
Kinds of guilt associated with the kind of conscience

Moral and psychological guilt

Law and Conscience
Teachings of Jesus and Scriptures

10 Commandments

The Beatitudes (see notes)
Sermon on the Mount, Mt 5 (refer to project and class assignment)
Jesus’ Moral Vision in the Parables

Teachings of the Church

Magisterium
Creeds, doctrines, encyclicals, pastoral letters, catechism, statements of Vatican commissions, etc.

Examples for each of the above
Individual conscience and Church teachings
The Virtues

What is a virtue?
Act, habit, virtue, character
4 Cardinal Virtues

Faith, Hope and Charity
3 Theological Virtues

Prudence, Fortitude, Temperance,


Justice
The Reality of Sin

Biblical images of sin
Personal Sin

Sin of commission and omission

Venial and mortal sins

Conditions for mortal sinfulness

Social Sin—hatred and intolerance as an example
IV. Steps to Moral Decision-Making

Who, what, when, where, how

3 Sources of Morality


Act, Intention, Circumstances 
Application of the model to actual cases
The Ten Commandments
Decalogue

Rights and values each commandment protects

Examples of Violations

Vocabulary for each of the commandments

Blasphemy

Sacrilege

Simony

Superstition

Acedia

3 Forms of Atheism

Perichoeresis

Responsibilities of Parents

Family as domestic church

Roe v. Wade

Conception

Suicide

Physician assisted suicide

Euthanasia—direct and indirect/active and passive

Ordinary and extraordinary means

Consistent ethic of life
Fecundity

Chastity

Violations of Chastity

4 Goals of Marriage

Violations of Marriage

Homosexual orientation and activity

Sexuality outside marriage—emotional relationship, almost-committed, recreational

Rape

Calumny

Detraction

Rash Judgment

Gossip

Scandal

Perjury

Stewardship

Right to property

Avarice

Common Good

Review Questions

1. How do we define “morality?”

2. What are the six stages of Kohlberg’s Theory?

3. What makes a situation a moral situation?

4. What makes an action amoral?

5. Are all brands of morality based on Jesus’ or the Church’s teachings?

6. Give examples of universal moral principles.

7. Define “moral relativism.”

8. Explain—“The end does not justify the means.”

9. What are the sources of Christian morality?  Give examples.

10. What are the five most common ethical systems?

11. What is “utilitarianism?”

12. What is “deontology?”

13. How do we understand “freedom?” Is it the same as “doing whatever one wants to do?”

14. What does our faith say about the nature of human beings?

15. What do we mean by “made in God’s image and likeness?”

16. What does the Church teach about the importance of the family?

17. Name the rights and duties of both children and parents?

18. What do we mean by law as the “objective” norm of morality?

19. What does law have to do with our freedom and rights?

20. What is the Eternal Law?  How do the other kinds of laws proceed from it?

21. What is the Divine Law?  Give an example.

22. What is the Natural Law? Give an example.

23. What are the 7 precepts of the Catholic Church?

24. What is the Civil Law?  What is its function? Give examples.

25. Do we have the moral obligation to obey unjust laws?  Example is civil disobedience in the face of racial segregation.

26. Is it possible that errors may occur in making laws?

27. What is the biblical understanding of conscience?

28. How is conscience related to our feelings?

29. What are the two functions of conscience?

30. When is conscience at work?

31. What do we mean by “the supremacy of conscience?”

32. What is an erroneous conscience? Lax conscience? Legalistic conscience?

33. What is the difference between moral and psychological guilt?  

34. How does conscience work hand in hand with the law? Which one is higher?

35. Name the Ten Commandments.

36. Be able to identify the Beatitudes.

37. Be able to identify Jesus’ teachings in the Sermon on the Mount.

38. What is the Church’s magisterium?

39. What are papal encyclicals? Bishop’s pastoral letters? Catechism of the Church/

40. What are Jesus’ two greatest commandments?

41. What does “beatitude” mean?

42. What is a virtue? Vice? Character?

43. Define the three theological virtues of faith, hope and charity.  Why are they “theological?’

44. Define the four cardinal virtues of prudence, temperance, courage and justice.  

45. What are the two biblical images of sin?

46. What is personal sin? social sin? How are the two different from each other?

47. What is the difference between sins of commission and omission?

48. What makes a sin venial or mortal?  

49. Name the three criteria of mortal sinfulness.

50. Name the six steps of the LISTEN model for moral decision-making.

51. What do we mean by “sexuality?” How is different from “sex?”

52. What does the Church teach about sexuality and the sexual act?

53. What is chastity? Give examples of violations of chastity.

54. What are the goals of marriage in the Church?

55. Give examples of violations of the sanctity of marriage?

56. What rights and values are protected by each of the Ten Commandments?

57. Give examples of how each of the Commandments is violated.

